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Izlozba Trideset godina Oluje posvecena je obiljezavanju triju desetljeca od vojno-redarstvene
operacije ,0luja“, simbola pobjede i slobode u novijoj hrvatskoj povijesti. Kroz autenticne
fotografije, zemljovide, gradu i sazeti narativ, izlozba donosi kronoloski i tematski pregled
klju¢nih trenutaka Domovinskog rata - od pocetne agresije na Hrvatsku 1991. godine do konaéne
uspostave teritorijalne cjelovitosti 1998.

Izlozba je strukturirana u nekoliko cjelina koje prate razvoj politickih, vojnih i medunarodnih
okolnosti, naglasavajuci najvaznije operacije i odluke koje su dovele do oslobadanja okupiranih
podrudja. Tematska poglavlja obuhvacaju agresiju i pocetak rata, izgradnju obrambenog sustava,
oslobadajuce vojne operacije - osobito ,Bljesak” i ,0luju” - te zavrSne procese poput mirne
reintegracije i medunarodne diplomacije.

Kroz ove cjeline, izlozba ne donosi samo povijesne Cinjenice, ve¢ pruza i uvid u Zrtvu i odlucnost

hrvatskih branitelja i gradana. Posveta je svima koji su sudjelovali u stvaranju neovisne i slobodne
Hrvatske te poziv na odgovorno Cuvanje povijesne istine.

Sanja Budic Leto

Klara Capalija

About the Exhibition

The exhibition Thirty Years of Operation Storm commemorates the three-decade anniversary of
this pivotal military-police operation—a symbol of victory and freedom in modern Croatian
history. Through authentic photographs, maps, documents, and concise narrative, the
exhibition offers a chronological and thematic overview of the key events of the Homeland
War—from the initial aggression in 1991 to the final reintegration of territory in 1998.

The exhibition is divided into sections tracing the political, military, and international
developments, highlighting crucial operations and decisions that led to the liberation of
occupied territories. Thematic chapters include the initial aggression and outbreak of war, the
development of the defense system, liberation operations—especially operations “Flash” and
“Storm”—and final phases like peaceful reintegration and international diplomacy.

These sections not only present historical facts but also showcase the sacrifice and

determination of Croatian defenders and citizens. It is a tribute to all who took part in building
an independent and free Croatia and a call to responsibly preserve the historical truth.

Sanja Budi¢ Leto

Klara Capalija

Na putevima prema Kninu, 5. 8. 1995. (Matko Biljak/ Muzej Domovinskog rata Dubrovnik)
On the road leading to Knin, 5. 8. 1995 (Matko Biljak / Homeland War Museum Dubrovnik)

Pripadnici HV-a uz rijeku Savu tijekom VRO Oluja (Zel|l(0 Gasparovm/ Zel|l(o Gasparovm) )
Members of the Croatian Army along the Sava River during Operation Storm (Zeljko Gasparovic / Zeljko Gasparovic)
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ﬂ’redsjcdnik Franjo Tudman u slohodnom Kninu, 6. 8. 1995.
(Bozidar Vukicevi¢/ Muzej Domoviﬁkog rata Dubrovfik)
President Franjo Tudman in libgrated Kuin, August 6, 1995
(Bozidar Vukicevic / Homelaud War Museum Dubrovnik)
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VELIKOSRPSKA AGRESIJA | HEROJSKA OBRANA

Pocetkom 90-ih godina proslog stoljeca, Hrvatska se nasla pod oruzanom agresijom udruzenih
velikosrpskih snaga koje su ukljucivale lokalne pobunjene Srbe, Jugoslavensku narodnu armiju (JNA)
te politicko i vojno vodstvo Srhije i Crne Gore. Cilj agresije bio je stvaranje etnicki homogene Velike
Srbije, Sto je ukljucivalo okupaciju trecine hrvatskog teritorija - sjeverne Dalmacije, Like, Banovine,
Korduna i hrvatskog Podunavlja.

Hrvatskaje, iako slabo naoruzana, pruzila otpor i brzo pocela razvijati vlastite oruzane snage. Unato¢
velikim ljudskim i materijalnim gubicima, ukljucujuci oko 500.000 prognanika te razaranje
Vukovara, Dubrovnika i brojnih drugih gradova, Hrvatska je do kraja 1991. uspostavila crtu obrane i
mobilizirala vise od 150.000 ljudi. Velik dio nesrpskog stanovnistva s okupiranih podrucja bio je
ubijen ili protjeran, a kulturna bastina opljackana i uniStena.

Greater Serbian Aggression and Heroic Defense

In the early 1990s, Croatia faced armed aggression by united Greater Serbian forces, which included
local rebel Serbs, the Yugoslav People’s Army (JNA), and the political and military leadership of
Serbia and Montenegro. The goal of this aggression was the creation of an ethnically homogeneous
Greater Serbia, which involved the occupation of one-third of Croatian territory—including
northern Dalmatia, Lika, Banovina, Kordun, and Croatian Podunavlje.

Although poorly armed, Croatia resisted and swiftly began to develop its own armed forces. Despite
great human and material losses—including around 500,000 displaced persons and the destruction
of Vukovar, Dubrovnik, and many other towns—Croatia had, by the end of 1991, established a
defensive line and mobilized over 150,000 people. A large portion of the non-Serb population in the
occupied areas was either killed or expelled, and the country’s cultural heritage was looted and
destroyed.

OSLOBADANIJE TERITORIJA 1 JACANJE ORUZANIH SNAGA

Unatoc stalnim prijetnjama i neuspjesnim mirovnim inicijativama, Hrvatska je vojska od kraja 1991.
do 1995. godine uspjesno provela niz oslobodilackih operacija. U zapadnoj Slavoniji provedene su
operacije Otkos 10, Orkan 91 i Papuk. Na jugu su operacijama Tigar i Spaljena zemlja deblokirani
Dubrovnik i jug Hrvatske. Operacijom Maslenica pocetkom 1993. osloboden je vazan prometni pravac
od Zadra prema sjeveru.

UdruZenim snagama s Hrvatskim vijecem obrane i uz potporu Armije BiH, stvoren je obrambeni
obruc oko glavnog grada paradrzave Republike Srpske Krajine - Knina. Vojne operacije Cincar, Zima
"94., Ljeto '95. i bojevi Skok 1 i Skok 2 osigurali su strateske poloZaje i kontrolu nad prostorom oko
Knina. Istodobno, politicki pregovori s vodstvom tzv. Republike Srpske Krajine nisu doveli do
rjesenja. Odbijeni su prijedlozi poput Plana Z-4, koji su RSK-u nudili visok stupanj autonomije.
Srpsko vodstvo odbijalo je svaki oblik povratka u ustavnopravni poredak Republike Hrvatske i legalno
izabrane hrvatske vlasti.

Territorial Liberation
and the Strengthening of Armed Forces

Despite ongoing threats and failed peace initiatives, the Croatian Army successfully conducted a
series of liberation operations between late 1991 and 1995. In Western Slavonia, operations such as
“Otkos 10", “Orkan 91", and “Papuk” were carried out. In the south, Operation “Tiger” and “Scorched
Earth” lifted the siege of Dubrovnik and liberated southern Croatia. The strategically important
transport route from Zadar to the north was reclaimed in Operation “Maslenica” in early 1993.

Together with the Croatian Defence Council (HV0) and with support from the Army of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Croatian forces encircled the capital of the self-proclaimed Republic of Serbian
Krajina—Knin. Military operations such as “Cincar”, “Winter 94", “Summer '95", and the battles
“Leap 1” and “Leap 2" secured key positions and control of the area around Knin. Meanwhile,
political negotiations with the leadership of the so-called Republic of Serbian Krajina led nowhere.
Proposals such as the Z-4 Plan, which offered the RSK a high degree of autonomy, were rejected. The
Serbian leadership refused any form of reintegration into the constitutional order of the Republic
of Croatia and the authority of its legally elected government.

OPERACIJE ,,BLJESAK“I , OLUJA“ - HRVATSKA POBJEDA

Nakon niza incidenata i zatvaranja prometnica u zapadnoj Slavoniji, 1. svibnja 1995. hrvatske snage
pokrecu operaciju ,Bljesak”. Usamo dva dana oslobodeno je 500 km” okupiranog teritorija, ukljucujuci
podrugje oko Okucana, te je uspostavljena kontrola nad autocestom Zagreb — Lipovac. Operacija je
oznacila vojni i politicki zaokret u hrvatsku korist.

Dana 4. kolovoza 1995. pokrenuta je vojno-redarstvena operacija ,Oluja“, s ciljem oslobadanja
preostalog okupiranog teritorija. U samo cetiri dana, hrvatske su snage HV-a i HV0-a, uz potporu
Armije BiH, probile obranu Srpske vojske Krajine. Ve¢ 5. kolovoza osloboden je Knin, a do 8. kolovoza
hrvatske snage izbile su na medunarodno priznate granice. Operacija je obuhvatila 127.000 pripadnika
HV-a i MUP-a te gotovo sva zborna podrucja. RSK je prestao postojati, a srpske snage dozivjele su slom.
Slijedila je bezuvjetna predaja, povlacenje civilnog stanovnistva i kraj ratnih djelovanja na teritoriju
Republike Hrvatske.

Operations “Flash” and “Storm” - Croatian Victory

Following a series of incidents and road blockades in Western Slavonia, on May 1, 1995, Croatian forces
launched Operation “Flash”. In just two days, 500 km? of occupied territory was liberated, including
the area around Okucani, and control over the Zagreb-Lipovac highway was re-established. The
operation marked a decisive military and political shift in Croatia’s favor.

On August 4, 1995, Operation “Storm” began, aimed at liberating the remaining occupied territory. In
just four days, Croatian Army (HV) and Croatian Defence Council (HV0) forces, with support from the
Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina, broke through the defenses of the Serbian Army of Krajina. On
August 5, Knin was liberated, and by August 8, Croatian forces reached Croatia’s internationally
recognized borders. The operation involved 127,000 members of the Croatian Army and Police and
nearly all operational commands. The Republic of Serbian Krajina ceased to exist, its military forces
collapsed, and this was followed by their unconditional surrender, the withdrawal of civilians, and the
end of war operations on Croatian soil.

ZAVRSETAK DOMOVINSKOG RATA
I'USPOSTAVA DRZAVNOG SUVERENITETA

Nakon ,0luje”, hrvatske su snage sudjelovale u operacijama ,Maestral i ,Juzni potez” u Bosni i
Hercegovini. Potpisivanjem Daytonskog sporazuma u prosincu 1995. godine formalno je okonéan rat u
BiH. Istovremeno, preostali okupirani dijelovi hrvatskog teritorija - istotna Slavonija, Baranja i
zapadni Srijem - mirno su reintegrirani temeljem Erdutskog sporazuma. Proces je proveden pod
nadzorom UNTAES-a i zakljucen 15. sijecnja 1998. godine, ¢ime su uspostavljeni puni suverenitet i
teritorijalna cjelovitost Republike Hrvatske.

U Domovinskom ratu uniStene su stotine tisuca domova, kulturnih i gospodarskih objekata. Prema
procjenama, ukupna materijalna Steta iznosila je vise od 37 milijardi dolara. U operaciji ,Oluja“
poginulo je 196 pripadnika hrvatskih snaga, viSe od 1100 ih je ranjeno, a neprijateljske gubitke
procjenjuje se visestruko vecima. Dan oslobodenja Knina, 5. kolovoza, postao je Dan pobjede i
domovinske zahvalnosti te Dan hrvatskih branitelja.
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Zemljovid VRO Oluja (Nazor, Ante. Oluja pobjede. Zagreb: 2007, str 26. - 27.)
Map of Operation Storm (Nazor, Ante. Oluja pobjede. Zagreb: 2007, pp. 26-27.)

End of the Homeland War
and Restoration of State Sovereignty

Following Operation “Storm”, Croatian forces participated in Operations “Maestral” and
“Southern Move” in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The war formally ended with the Dayton Peace
Agreement signed in December 1995. At the same time, the remaining occupied parts of Croatian
territory—Eastern Slavonia, Baranja, and Western Sirmium—were peacefully reintegrated
through the Erdut Agreement. This process, overseen by UNTAES, was concluded on January I5,
1998, achieving Croatia’s full sovereignty and territorial integrity.

The Homeland War resulted in the destruction of hundreds of thousands of homes, cultural
sites, and economic facilities. According to estimates, total material damage exceeded 37 billion
USD. During Operation “Storm”, 196 members of Croatian forces were killed, over 1,100 wounded,
while enemy casualties were estimated to be several times greater. The liberation of Knin on
August 5 is now commemorated as the Victory and Homeland Thanksgiving Day and the Day of
Croatian Defenders.

Predaja , kordunaskog” korpusa, 8. 8. 1995.

(Nepoznati autor/ Hrvatski memorijalno-dokumentacijski centar Domovinskog rata)
Surrender of the "Kordun" Corps, August 8, 1995

(Unknown author / Croatian Memorial-Documentation Center of the Homeland War)




